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Military Hospital that a large number of casualties
from the Chugoku Regional Army Headquarters were
to'arrive on the island that day, and it was deemed
necessary to evacuate all civilian patients. Miss
Sasaki, still running an alarmingly high fever, was put
on a large ship. She lay out on deck, with a pillow
under her leg. There were awnings over the deck
but the vessel's course put her in the sunlight. She
felt as if she were under a magnifying glass in the sun.
Pus oozed out of her wound, and soon the whole pillow
was covered with it. She was taken ashore at Hatsu-
kaichi, a town several miles to the south-west of
Hiroshima, and put in the Goddess of Mercy Primary
School, which had been turned into a hospital. She
lay there several days before a specialist on fractures
came from Kobe. By then her leg was red and swollen
up to her hip. The doctor decided he could not set
the breaks. He made an incision and put in a rubber
pipe to drain off the putrescence.
At the Novitiate, the motherless Kataoka children
were inconsolable. Father Cieslik worked hard to
keep them distracted. He put riddles to them. He
. asked, " What is the cleverest animal in, the world ? "
and after the thirteen-year-old girl had guessed the
ape, the elephant, the horse, he said, " No, it must
be the hippopotamus," because in Japanese that
animal is kaba, the reverse of baka, stupid. He told
Bible stories, beginning, in the order of things, with
the Creation. He showed them a scrapbook of
snapshots taken in Europe. Nevertheless, they cried
most of the time for their mother.
Several days later, Father Cieslik started hunting